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Time Room Event
8:00 AM- 
4:00 PM TBA Registration

9:00AM-
4:00 PM TBA BOD Meeting (CLOSED EVENT)

9:00 AM-
12:00 PM Mt. Rose

1.)*Workshop: Precision Decisions: Making Decisions on Daily and Timings 
Charts (CEU; 3 hour) 
Author: Deb Brown (Stanislaus County Office of Education)

9:00 AM-
12:00 PM Mt. Rose

2.) Workshop: Change Your Inner Behavior--Thoughts, Feelings, Urges (non 
CEU; 3 hour)                     
Author: Abigail B. Calkin (Calkin Consulting Center)

9:00 AM-
4:00 PM Relay Peak

3.) *Workshop: The Full Complement of Standard Celeration Chart Analysis 
and Decision Making (CEU; 6 hour) 
Author: Richard M. Kubina Jr. (The Pennsylvania State University)     

9:00 AM-
4:00 PM Wheeler

4.) *Workshop: A Guide to Curriculum Generation (CEU; 6 hour) 
Authors: Kerri Milyko, Samantha Spillman, Neelam Khan, Ethan Milyko 
(Precision Teaching Learning Center)

1:00 PM - 
4:00 PM Mt. Rose

5.) Workshop: Games, Games, Games. The Tradition Lives On  
(non CEU; 3 hour)                               
Author: Deb Brown (Stanislaus County Office of Education)

5:30 PM- 
7:30 PM Offsite Board/President/VP/Invited Speakers Dinner (CLOSED EVENT)

Workshops: Thursday November 3rd 
(All workshops denoted with * are CEU events)

1.)* Title: Precision Decisions: Making Decisions on Daily and Timings Charts (CEU 3.5)

 Author: Deb Brown (Stanislaus County Office of Education)

Abstract: Data-based decision making is at the heart of Precision Teaching. It allows for student 
centered monitoring and for timely interventions for each learner. The chart allows for immediate 
decision making and determination of success of the interventions. Groups of corrects and groups 
of errors create celeration lines either accelerating or decelerating lines.  These two lines create 
learning pictures. These learning pictures lead the reader to make decisions regarding the progress 
of a learner.  These learning pictures may help the reader to determine the type of intervention to 
employ. The chart does not always tell you what to do but it will tell you when to try something 

Conference Day QuickView
Thursday November 3rd 
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different. This workshop will analyze both the timings chart decisions and some daily chart de-
cisions. For the timings chart, there will be within session decisions made and participants will 
learn four basic decisions to make based on the learning pictures.  These decisions can be made 
by staff, paraprofessionals and students.  After each timing is completed and data is plotted on 
the chart, decisions are made.  Coaching and peer coaching can be employed as well. Daily chart 
learning pictures are made across sessions. The participants will learn 25 learning pictures that can 
be categorized into six different intervention categories. Decisions are generally made by either 
the charter or the manager.

2.)  Title: Change Your Inner Behavior--Thoughts, Feelings, Urges 

 Author: Abigail B. Calkin (Calkin Consulting Center)

Abstract: Based on Skinner’s writings and Lindsley’s seminal work and research in identifying, 
counting, and analyzing inner behavior, this workshop looks at thoughts, feelings, and urges as be-
haviors that a person can observe, count, and change. It takes the participants on a journey to some 
of their own inner behaviors. It includes some charts of people who have counted inner behaviors 
in the past 40 years. The workshop also teaches or reviews how to use the Standard Celeration 
Chart to record the frequencies and changes of any inner behavior.  

3.)*  Title: The Full Complement of Standard Celeration Chart Analysis and Decision Making 
  (CEU 7)

 Author:  Rick Kubina Jr. (The Pennsylvania State University)

Abstract: Single case designs tell us a high-level experimental analysis exists for deeply under-
standing human behavior. Decision making stems from a thorough view of performance data. No 
tool is better equipped for scientific analysis and subsequent decision making than the Standard 
Celeration Chart (SCC). The SCC offers powerful analysis opportunities for parent, teachers, and 
behavior analysts alike. Once data are displayed on the SCC, quantifying the performance patterns 
or changes in performance patterns takes center stage. The present workshop will teach partici-
pants six visual and quantitative features to examine “within condition analysis.” Furthermore, 
participants will learn another seven “between condition analysis” characteristics of data analysis. 
Both within and between condition analysis tactics converge to provide a coherent model of deci-
sion making. The within condition analysis consists of visually and quantitatively examining (1) 
the number of data points, (2) level, (3) celeration, (4) improvement index, (5) bounce or stability, 
and (6) outliers. Between conditional analysis include (1) frequency multiplier, (2) level change, 
(3) celeration multiplier, (4) improvement index change, (5) bounce change, (6) overlapping data 
points, and (7) analysis of data patterns across conditions. Workshop participants will not only 
learn all of the within and between analysis techniques, but all re-chart data and apply the Standard 
Celeration Chart driven analyses. (8) Participants will also learn decision making guidelines based 
on the extensive analysis of data.
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4.)*  Title: A Guide to Curriculum Generation (CEU 7)

 Authors: Kerri Milyko, Samantha Spillman, Neelam Khan, Ethan Milyko (Precision  
 Teaching Learning Center)

Abstract: A significant barrier impeding the implementation of precision teaching (PT) is pro-
gram creation. Many behavior analysts are well trained in discrete-trial training (DTT) and are 
fluent at breaking behaviors down into restricted operants.  However, a visible and defining char-
acteristic that separates precision teaching from the majority of behavior analysis is our focus on 
free-operant behavior.  The classic BCBA trained in DTT finds difficulty in making the shift from 
restricted operants to free operants and stops the investigation into the world of PT.  The present 
workshop seeks to help the novice, the experienced in everything but PT, or even the well-sea-
soned precision teacher who needs assistance with building a system to conceptualize, design, 
create, and test precision teaching curriculum.  This workshop seeks to guide the participant to 
“think like a precision teacher” when faced with a classic ABA DTT program, a special-ed work-
sheet, or a classic homework sheet.  Participants will transform current non-PT programs to be 
PT-compatible.  Component-composite relations will be explored to ensure individual curriculum 
design is sequential and complete.  Further, participants will be given scope and sequence guides, 
curricular maps, and curricula examples from Precision Teaching Learning Center’s materials to 
use as exemplars.  Participants are encouraged to bring a laptop (for on-site curriculum generation) 
and samples of programs seeking revision.  It would be useful but not necessary for participant to 
know how to chart and read the SCC.

5.)  Title: Games, Games, Games. The Tradition Lives On 

 Author: Deb Brown (Stanislaus County Office of Education)

Abstract: Elizabeth Haughton has passed the baton of this unique workshop. This workshop will 
be hands on active exploration of new and old games that can aid in frequency building and build-
ing fluency in foundation skills and develop energy for all ages in many subject areas. Games 
improve hand-eye coordination, social skills, and concentration while motivating learners and 
stimulating minds. By pinpointing academic learning channels, games for multiple opponents or 
single play can quickly be designed and skills practiced to high performance levels. Players chal-
lenge themselves by setting goals, measuring progress, and applying their skills confidently to oth-
er environments. Participants will experience hands-on pinpointing, game playing, and charting; 
adaptation of commercial games for individual needs to promote fluency building and accelerate 
learning. Let the games begin!
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Keynotes/Invited/Special Events: Friday November 4, 2016
(All Friday Sessions denoted with * are 1 CEU)

 6.)  Invited Presentation: You Can’t Always Get What You Want

  Author: Mary Schmidt   
Abstract: Transformative Reading Instruction is the name given to a collab-
orative community project created to increase the number of students in the 
city of Milwaukee reading proficiently by 3rd grade. The strategy being used 
to accomplish this goal is to improve early literacy instruction by providing 
teachers with professional development, supportive follow-up coaching, and 
specially formatted teacher and student materials. The project is implement-
ed by Milwaukee Succeeds, a ‘broad-based, communitywide collaboration’ 

Time Room Event
8:00 AM- 
4:00 PM TBA Registration

8:50AM- Whitney Welcome: Donny and Kendra Newsome (Co-Presidents, Standard Celeration 

9:00AM-
9:50AM

Whitney 
Peak 2

6.) Invited Presentation: You Can’t Always Get What You Want Author: Mary 
Schmidt (Consultant, Milwaukee Success/Milwaukee Public Schools)

10:00AM-
10:50AM

Whitney 
Peak 2

7.)*Invited Presentation: Relational Frame Theory: A New Frontier in Need of 
an Old System of Measurement Author: Nicholas Berens (Fit Learning)

11:00AM-
12:50PM

Whitney 
Peak 1 Lunch with Invited Panel

11:15AM-
12:50PM

Whitney 
Peak 1

8.) Panel: Enlarging the Precision Teaching World: Imagining the Digital 
Future  Moderators: Scott Beckett, Courtney Peppers-Owen (Jacksonville State 
University); Panelists: Kent Johnson (Morningside Academy) Gary Lopez (The 
NROC Project); Richard M. Kubina Jr. (The Pennsylvania State University) Vicci 
Tucci (Tucci Learning Solutions); Discussant: Chuck Merbitz (Consultant)

1:00PM-
1:50PM

Whitney 
Peak 2

9.) *Keynote Presentation: Doing What Works in Schools Author: Amanda 
VanDerHeyden (Consultant)

2:00PM 
2:50-PM

Whitney 
Peak 2 

10.) *Presidential Keynote: Eschew Obfuscation: Turning People On to 
Behavior Analysis with Plain and Simple Language Author: Patrick Friman

3:00PM-
5:00PM

Whitney 
Peak 1 11.) Poster Session/Expo and Bookstore (Light Reception and Cash Bar)

5:00PM- N/A Dinner (on your own)

Conference Day QuickView
Friday November 4th 
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formed in 2011 to improve health, social, and education outcomes across the lifespan for all chil-
dren in the city of Milwaukee. Toward this end, Milwaukee Succeeds serves Milwaukee Public 
School, private school, and charter school students. This project was not designed to be a Preci-
sion Teaching project. We are working within systems, programs, approaches, frameworks, and 
cultures that don’t permit full implementations of Precision Teaching. Still, because of the power 
we can bring to bear with the principles, discoveries, concepts, materials, and tools of Precision 
Teaching, we are well positioned to be particularly adaptable and effective anyway. We have easier 
access to hard to reach clients, because we can make a strong case for how we add value. We see 
things differently because Precision Teaching allows us to be successful in problem solving.

Both details of this collaboration and the larger context will be shared, as will experiences forming 
strong partnerships with multiple stakeholders in the development of a scalable model.

 7.)*  Invited Presentation: Relational Frame Theory: A New     
  Frontier in Need of an Old System of Measurement

  Author: Nicholas Berens
Abstract: ABA has many strongholds when using the principles of be-
havior to alleviate conditions of human suffering.  However, it has come 
up short in the area of advanced verbal behavior.  Relational Frame Theo-
ry (RFT) has made tremendous theoretical and experimental progress to-
wards a behavior analytic model of human behavior.  Theoretically RFT 
rigidly adhere’s to covenants of a natural science of behavior as it is mo-
nastic and appeals to a contextually situated history of reinforcement to 
explain the complexities of human language.  In an attempt to understand 

the behavioral histories that produce derived relational responding, RFT researchers have fallen in 
love with procedure in favor of dimensional measures of behavior. The current paper will clearly 
describe the basic tenants of RFT and use clinical data to highlight how RFT combined with stan-
dard dimensional behavior measurement can further the mission of a natural science of behavior.

11:00-12:50 

 8.)  Invited Lunch Panel: Enlarging the Precision Teaching World: Imagining the  
  Digital Future

  Moderators: Scott Beckett, Courtney Peppers-Owen (Jacksonville State  
  University)

  Panelists: Kent Johnson (Morningside Academy),  Gary Lopez (The NROC  
  Project), Rick Kubina (The Pennsylvania State University), Vicci Tucci (Tucci   
  Learning Solutions)

  Discussant: Charles Merbitz (Consultant)
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Abstract: Precision Teaching has found little traction in the world of general education:  It re-
quires that students, teachers, parents, and administrators make a paradigm shift from accuracy to 
fluency as the best predictor of valued learning outcomes – a systemic change that may excite or 
frighten those constituencies.  Other obstacles include the creation, organization, and storage of 
fluency materials, the misperception that charting is difficult, and the lack of training in how to 
make chart-based decisions.  Delivery of web-based practice and charting technologies may clear 
away some of those obstacles: Chartlytics is a charting and analysis tool; the Fluency Flash Card 
App integrates SAFMEDS practice with charting and chart-based decisions; and EdReady is a 
comprehensive, self-paced program to assess and remediate deficiencies in numeracy.  The audi-
ence will be encouraged to explore these possibilities with the presenters and discussant.

 9.)* Keynote: Doing what works in schools

  Author: Amanda VanDerHeyden 
Abstract: Knowing which tactics will work is only part of the chal-
lenge; getting others to do the work with you is a major obstacle in 
many systems. Dr. VanDerHeyden will talk about how to use student 
learning data to improve instruction and student achievement. Draw-
ing on applied behavior analysis and implementation science, Dr. 
VanDerHeyden will detail how to get people to do what works, from 
more efficient screening, to attaining core instructional excellence, 
and sustaining remedial intervention in ways that close achieve-

ment gaps for vulnerable students.  From 15 years of leading instructional improvement efforts 
in schools, Dr. VanDerHeyden will use video, data, and provide links to web-based protocols and 
tools, to give attendees a concrete vision of “how to” deliver multi-tiered prevention and interven-
tion services in schools, how to know if efforts are working, and how to adjust course when efforts 
are not paying off.
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 10.)*  Presidential Keynote: Eschew Obfuscation: Turning People   
   On to Behavior Analysis with Plain and Simple Language

   Author: Patrick C. Friman, Ph.D
Abstract: The core idea in behavior analysis is that behavior is a func-
tion of environmental circumstances, past and present.  This is one of 
the most powerful ideas ever invented by mankind.  Unfortunately peo-
ple outside the field do not know and understand this idea, and so they 
cannot use it to know and understand their world.  Instead they turn 
to older, weaker, and vastly less powerful ideas, such as that behavior 
occurs as a function of character, morality, or the psyche.  Why?  Very 
simply because they are ignorant; but they are not stupid.  Ignorance 
means lacking information.  Stupidity means lacking capacity.  They 
do not lack capacity.  They lack information.  And the responsibility for 
providing needed information would seem to fall on those who have it 
(i.e., that would be behavior analysts). In order to ensure that people 

outside the field obtain (and can use) the information it has to be in a readily apprehensible form.  
The technical language of the field is precise and efficient, but it is very far from readily appre-
hensible, even for persons in the field.  Therefore, using it to convey the core idea of the field to 
those outside it would seem substantially less than effective.  This talk will speculate on why this 
nonetheless continues to happen and how members of the field could reverse this longstanding 
trend and thereby more effectively bring the core idea of the field to the eyes and ears of the world.

 11.)  Poster Session & Expo/Bookstore (light reception & cash bar)

Exhibitors
#001 Haughton Learning

#002 Chartlytics

#003 Bierman ABA

#004 Tucci Learning Solutions
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Posters
 Poster #001

 Title:   The Ups and Downs of Accelerating the Wow Factor

 Author:  Brandi Allred, Ann Sturtz, Bill Helsel 

 Affiliation:  Organization for Research and Learning 

Abstract: Adapted from Kent Johnson’s use of a ‘delayed prompting’ procedure within the Morn-
ingside Model of Generative Instruction, Generative Prompting is an inverted recursive mathetics 
process used to advance staff repertoires. GP includes multiple levels and prompting types and 
is systematically applied to the already robust staff training at the Organization for Research and 
Learning. This poster builds upon the GP paper presentation from IPTC 2015 and will reveal an 
embedded process. Charts from two professional staff members will be shared. Also displayed will 
be the phase changes made for the staff members specifically, and changes made to the GP process 
to determine how data should be analyzed to inform the effectiveness of the prompts. Challenges 
came about in procedural integrity, reliability, and refining measurement cycles. Data will go be-
yond evidence of ability to teach this complicated repertoire to actual evidence of adduction with 
problem solving.

 Poster #002

 Title:   Using TAGteaching to accelerate the training of Precision Teachers 

 Author:  Staheli Meyer, Gabby Watkins, Kendra Newsome, Donny Newsome, and  
   Courtney Smith 

 Affiliation:  Fit Learning, Reno

Abstract: Providing ample practice opportunities for learners requires proficiency on the part of 
Learning Coaches. Long latencies and slow transitions are characteristic of dysfluent behavior on 
the part of Learning Coaches and impose a ceiling on the number of practice opportunities pro-
vided for learners. In an effort to make training as effective and efficient as possible, a TAGteach 
element was piloted as part of the training system used at Fit Learning™. Results suggest that TAG 
was an effective technique for decreasing latencies between programs, resulting in an increase in 
the frequency of practice opportunities presented to learners. 

 Poster #003

 Title:   Where were you?: Training present moment awareness through  
   discrimination of attending and ‘pit’ behavior

 Author:  Tiffany Aninao, David Acevedo, Kendra Newsome, Timothy Fuller,  
   Donny Newsome
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 Affiliation:  Fit Learning

Abstract: Engaging in thoughts and behaviors relevant to the current context is critical for aca-
demic and social success. In an academic setting, engaging in behavior irrelevant to the current 
instruction can cause confusion and frustration and limit access to reinforcement. To impact pres-
ent moment awareness, important component skills involved in discriminating and self-monitor-
ing one’s own behavior of attending or being in ‘the pit’ were taught. This poster will include a 
sequence of programming involving concept instruction, discrimination training, self-monitoring, 
goal setting and reinforcement to impact accurate self-awareness of attending and non-attending 
behaviors, as well as data obtained from students at Fit Learning.

 Poster #004

 Title:   Oh, That’s What You Want Me To Do? Instructor Modeling To Improve 
    Performance on Listening Comprehension Tasks

 Author:  Scott A. Miller, Derrick Grime, Kendra Newsome

 Affiliation:  Fit Learning

Abstract: Modeling is a common strategy for teaching a particular response topography, especial-
ly with motor or echoic responses with formal similarity. However, there are fewer examples of 
using modeling to teach a response class.  That is, behavior analysts seldom use modeling to devel-
op responses that share functional similarity−but not formal similarity−with the modeled response. 
The purpose of this evaluation was to use modeling to improve free/say retell performance on a 
listening comprehension passage for two individuals.  Results showed a rapid level shift in rates 
of statements during free/say recall of a story following the introduction of modeling the target 
response on a separate passage.

 Poster #005

 Title:   Paving the Way for Flexibility in Training Spatial and Comparative  
   Relations

 Author:  Douglas Fabian, Kimberly Nix Berens, Nicholas Berens, Madeline Thiel

 Affiliation:  Fit Learning

Abstract: Relational Frame Theory (RFT) suggests that deriving stimulus relations is operant 
behavior that serves as the basis of human language and is learned through ongoing interactions 
in the natural environment. However, some learners do not naturally learn to derive stimulus re-
lations.  The current poster adds to the existing RFT literature by demonstrating that derived rela-
tional responding can be established as a generalized operant through multiple exemplar training. 
The current poster will present data obtained from students enrolled at Fit Learning. Upon intake, 
two students at Fit Learning could not derive any sort of bidirectional or mutually entailed rela-
tions.  However, through reinforced multiple exemplar training of bidirectional responding, these 
students were able to demonstrate mutual entailment and combinatorial entailment as generalized 
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relational operants. This newly generalized relational operant paved the way for flexibility in train-
ing spatial and comparative relations. As a result of training non-arbitrary spatial and comparative 
relations using tangibles and objects in the natural environment, students improved in their ability 
to derive mutually entailed spatial and comparative arbitrary relations.

 Poster #006

 Title:   Mutually Entailed Relations: Discovering Functions Through Materials

 Author:  Morgan L. Manson, Kendra Newsome, Donny Newsome, Tiffany Aninao, 
    Timothy C. Fuller, and Abigail Lewis

 Affiliation:  Fit Learning

Abstract: Empirical work in Relational Frame Theory (RFT) has demonstrated utility for inform-
ing instructional design and developing treatment objectives. Fit Learning™ has developed a se-
quence of relational tasks informed by RFT to target comprehension. One element of this sequence 
entails training specific object -material relations to a frequency goal. These programs are intended 
to assist in enriching the learner’s descriptive language repertoires that can participate in better 
performance on reading and listening comprehension tasks. This poster will present data from 
two learners enrolled in the relational programming at Fit Learning™ who displayed disfluency 
and poor qualitative responses when relating objects to their possible functions. Multiple exem-
plar training was employed to establish mutually and combinatorially entailed relations between 
objects, materials, and their functions. Results of this training were evaluated with respect to the 
learners’ ability to derive functions of objects based on materials.  We will suggest directions for 
future research. 

 Poster #007

 Title:   Assess with the best: Using the chart for assessments

 Author:  Courtney A. Smith, Donny Newsome, Kendra Newsome, Tara M. Brush

 Affiliation:  Fit Learning, Reno

Abstract: Behavioral assessments are often conducted in Applied Behavior Analysis but do not 
often use the Standard Celeration Chart for analytic purposes.  The current study considers the util-
ity of the chart while conducting an antecedent assessment on an individual learner with a history 
of tics.  The learner was observed while in a conversation with a learning coach, engaged in an 
academic task, playing on the iPad, and in situations where the learning coach was not interacting 
with him.   The use of the Standard Celeration Chart was instrumental in analyzing and comparing 
the resulting data per condition; the data showed that the frequency of tics was most prevalent 
when the learner was engaged in an academic task or in a situation where the learning coach was 
not interacting with him. 



13

2016 Teaching Conference ■ Reno, NV

 Poster #008

 Title:   Increasing Positive Statements in an EBD Classroom

 Author:  Bethany Greene, Kerri Milyko

 Affiliation:  Precision Teaching Learning Center

Abstract: In order to help the teachers and IAs in an emotional behavior disorder classroom 
(EBD) increase the amount of positive statements given to the students throughout the day, ver-
bal feedback was provided. During a 20 minute window 2-3 days a week, the teachers and IAs 
behavior was tracked in three different classrooms. Data was collected on the number of positive 
statements and the number of negative statements exhibited during that 20 minute time period. A 
positive statement was defined by “any verbal or nonverbal gesture that indicated approval of the 
students’ academic or social behavior” (Rathel, Drasgow, Brown, & Marshall, 2014). A negative 
statements was defined by “any verbal or nonverbal gesture that indicated disapproval of the stu-
dents’ academic or social behavior” (Rathel, Drasgow, Brown, & Marshall, 2014). After the 20 
minute time period had elapsed, the data collector presented the data to the teacher and provided 
constructive feedback. Verbal feedback was successful in all classrooms. All teachers and aids 
delivered more positive statements post intervention.

 Poster #009

 Title:   Teaching Mands to Terminate Aversive Conditions to a Child with Autism

 Author:  Annie Parsell, Jenelle Bartlett, Michael Fabrizio

 Affiliation:  Organization for Research and Learning

Abstract: Often in the field of developmental disabilities, clients present with poor self-advocacy, 
meaning their needs may go unmet. A learner in this situation may engage in misbehavior behav-
iors in order to communicate those needs. In the case presented here, the learner is a dysfluent 
9-year-old girl with autism receiving 20 hours of intervention weekly. The learner’s data indicated 
she engaged in appropriate self-advocacy, yet she often relied on prompts and still engaged in mis-
behavior directly related to poor self-advocacy. The researcher refined counts to where corrects 
were independent statements with correct content, revealing a substantial difference in the learn-
er’s performance when compared to prior data. With this refined system in place, the researcher 
then focused on the most meaningful target for the learner, a mand for information maintained by 
negative reinforcement. Next steps will include meaningful but less powerful advocacy statements 
before moving to unpreferred but meaningful advocacy statements.

 Poster #010

 Title:   Undergraduate test performances using fill-in-the-blank or see term/say   
   definition flashcards
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 Author:  Scott A. Miller, Abby Lewis, Cameron C. Green, Ryan O’Donnell

 Affiliation:  Fit Learning 

Abstract: Flashcards are commonly used at various levels of instruction for learning terms and 
concepts.  One strategy for increasing the effectiveness of flashcards is to create ‘fill-in-the-blank’ 
cards to reduce the number of words during a timed opportunity, resulting in exposure to more 
cards. Another strategy is to place the term or concept on one side of the card and the definition 
on the other.  Both methods were evaluated in a reversal and compared across two undergraduate 
introductory psychology classes.  To evaluate potential generalization, class 1 test questions were 
see term/write definition and class 2 test questions were see definition/write term. Results indicat-
ed that see term/say definition flashcards produced the highest scores on tests relative to the fill-in-
the-blank. There was no significant difference between test question type.  Results also indicated 
student preference for each study method was mixed.

 Poster #011

 Title:   Examining Resilience: Unconventional Chart Use for an Analysis of  
   Coercion and Warning Stimuli

 Author:  Mike Ruehlen, Ann Sturz, & William Helsel

 Affiliation:  Organization for Research and Learning

Abstract: Resilience in the face of stimulus that elicits unfortunate reactions is of growing interest 
in work with children described as ASD. Repertoires reflecting resilience have been constructed 
with differential reinformcent of desired responses to naturally occurring warning stimuli along-
side mindfulness practice. For one client, the Standard Celeration Chart was utilized to monitor 
different levels of warning stimuli and their corresponding responses. The chart was implemented 
to see how warning stimuli moved across levels as the individual demonstrated greater resilience. 
These data provided a visual display that informed a nontraditional functional assessment to iden-
tify a threshold for the number of naturally occurring warning stimuli this client could encounter 
before they responded with challenging behavior. It is anticipated that these data will allow iden-
tification of preventative strategies to enhance their support plan and grant greater access to their 
world. 

 Poster #012

 Title:   Contingencies to Decelerate Unfavorable Behavior Using Relational   
   Frame Theory and Acceptance and Commitment Therapy 

 Author:  Nicholas Berens, Kimberly Berens, Julie Zevallos, Nicole Forero

 Affiliation:  Fit Learning

Abstract: The primary assumption of a behavior analytic perspective is that behavior is select-
ed, shaped, strengthened and maintained by environmental consequences.  Traditional behavior 
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analytic approaches to reducing maladaptive behavior usually involve a combination of altering 
the behavior’s consequences and training a replacement response.  However, as humans age, their 
language repertoire proliferates and largely predominates.  The contingencies and their behavioral 
manifestations are just beginning to be understood from the perspective of a natural science of 
behavior.  Relational Frame Theory (RFT) is a behavior analytic theoretical and basic research 
approach to language and cognition that has given insight into how advanced behavioral histories 
may be circumvented through language-based interventions.  These interventions have largely 
come in the form Acceptance and Commitment Therapy (ACT).  The current poster will describe 
procedures and provide data collected at Fit Learning that combines a language-based interven-
tion, called “Barriers & Breakthroughs”, with direct acting contingencies to decelerate unfavor-
able behavior while accelerating desired behaviors.    

 Poster #013

 Title:   “Rides Rides Rides Rides”: Identifying and Responding to the Magical   
   Mand

 Author:  Eunice V. Barron, Brandi Allred, Mike Ruehlen, William Helsel

 Affiliation:  Organization for Research and Learning

Abstract: The Magical Mand, as analyzed by B.F. Skinner in Verbal Behavior (1957), are those 
that have never been reinforced when emitted in a given context. Instead, “The special relation 
between and consequence exemplified by the [magical] mand establishes a general pattern of con-
trol over the environment” (p. 48). This poster presents an example of Skinner’s Magical Mand 
by examining the repetitive requests of a non-vocal 13 year-old girl with ASD. The frequency of 
mands for impossible to meet events, made using a communication device, were found to occur 
in weekly cycles that mirrored high rates of challenging behavior. This association demonstrates 
that these mands were not requests for the events themselves, but likely indicators of environmen-
tal changes and stress for the learner. In identifying these requests as magical mands, nonlinear 
clinical interventions were designed to reduce associated challenging behavior.  Visual displays of 
program implementation and results will be shared. 

 Poster #014

 Title:   An iPhone App for Operating a Percentile Schedule

 Author:  Richard Weissman, Samuel Weissman

 Affiliation:  The SPARKS Group, LLC

Abstract: Through this poster, viewers will be introduced to a simple automated method of shap-
ing behavior.  Percentile schedules shape behavior by basing the reinforcement of a response on its 
location within a distribution of past responses.  In ABA, the use of percentile schedules has been 
constrained by the time-consuming nature of the required calculation. The widespread access to 
portable mobile devices inspired our development of a smartphone app that automates percentile 
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schedule operations.  In this poster, we present a description of how our percentile schedule app 
operates, together with evidence of its success in practice.   Standard Celeration Charts of timed 
performances with and without the support of this app are shown, in the context of providing home 
consultation and therapy to parents and their children with autism.  Also discussed are the clinical 
opportunities this app enables, how it is being made available, and its potential for aiding research 
on shaping behavior.

Poster #015

 Title:   What is Mastery: A Comparison of Accuracy Versus Fluency Training in a   
   Child with Autism

 Author:  Ashlie J. Encinias

 Affiliation:  Nevada Autism Treatment Assistance Program (ATAP)

Abstract: What is mastery? “True mastery” is accuracy plus performance speed combined to 
optimize outcomes with regards to specific operant classes of behavior (Binder, 1987). Fluency 
training achieves the aspects of this definition through the benefits of REAPS: retention, endur-
ance, application, and performance standards (Binder 1984; Binder et al., 1990; Cohen et al., 1972; 
Haughton, 1980). Studies have demonstrated that although students are able to perform at 100% 
accuracy, they are not often able to demonstrate REAPS (Haughton, 1972a; Barrett, 1979). Skills 
acquired through accuracy versus fluency training are compared here in a child diagnosed with 
autism.

12.) Ogden R. Lindsely Standard Celeration Chart Share

Discussants: Board of Directors

Abstract: The Ogden R. Lindsley Standard Celeration Chart Share provides an opportunity for 
all to see, hear, and share data across the behavior spectrum using paper and digital daily, weekly, 
monthly and yearly Standard Celeration Charts presented in spirited friendship.
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Conference Day QuickView
Friday November 5th 
Time Room Event

8:00 AM- 
12:00 PM TBA Registration

8:00 AM- 
9:00 AM TBA Breakfast 

9:00 AM- 
9:50 AM Mt. Rose

13.) *Agility Revisited Authors: Donny Newsome (Fit Learning – Reno) Staheli 
Meyer (Fit Learning – Reno) Kendra Newsome (Fit Learning – Reno) Timothy 
Fuller (Fit Learning – Reno) Discussant: Richard M. Kubina Jr. (The Pennsylvania 
State University)

9:00 AM- 
9:50 AM Wheeler 14.) *What›s New at O.R.L. Authors: Kelly Ferris, Brandi Allred, Alison 

McManus (Organization for Research and Learning)

9:00 AM- 
9:50 AM Whitney 3

15.) They Served Us; Now We Must Serve Them: An Analysis of What the SCC 
and Behavior Analysis Can Do to Help Active Duty, Reservists, and Veterans 
Author: Abigail B. Calkin (Calkin Consulting Center)

10:00 
AM- 
10:50 AM

Mt. Rose 16.)  *The Value of a Digital Data Point Author: Richard M. Kubina Jr. (The 
Pennsylvania State University) Discussant: Abigail Calkin

10:00 
AM- 
10:50 AM

Wheeler
17.) *Precision Learning Technologies: Precision Teaching via Telehealth 
Authors: Deirdre Lee Fitzgerald, Lacy M. Knutson,Cicely Jiron Lopez (The 
Chicago School of Professional Psychology)

10:00 
AM- 
10:50 AM

Whitney 3
18.) Paper Session:  The Problem with Frequencies Near or Less than One per 
Minute Displayed on Equal-Interval Graphs Authors: Patrick McGreevy (Patrick 
McGreevy & Asso.)

11:10 
AM- 
12:10 PM

Mt. Rose

19.) *TAGing for Precision: Optimizing Results Through Combining Effective 
Technologies Authors: Nicky Carter, Kimberly Nix Berens (Fit Learning – New 
York), Christina Garofalo (Fit Learning – New York), Mandy Mason (Fit Learning 
– Perth), David Acevedo (Fit Learning – Reno), Kendra Newsome (Fit Learning – 
Reno)

11:10 
AM- 
12:10 PM

Whitney 3

20.) Paper Session: a.) Frequency Building to a Performance Criterion with 
Early Reading Skills an Effective Practice Authors: Jeremy Moeller, Rick Kubina 
(The Pennsylvania State University)  b.)Increasing Learning Opportunities 
Presented to Children with Autism Using Fluency Based Instruction with 
Modeling and Feedback Authors: Nicole LeMaster (Bierman Autism Center)

12:10 
PM- 1:45 
PM

Whitney 
Peak 1 LUNCH On-Site Provided by IPTC
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1:50 PM- 
3:00 PM Mt. Rose

21.) *Doing What You Say You’ll Do: How Systematically Incorporating 
Correspondence Instruction Can Make an Impact Authors: Timothy C. Fuller 
(Fit Learning -  Reno),  Kendra Newsome (Fit Learning -  Reno;), Tara Brush (Fit 
Learning -  Reno), Neelem Khan (Precision Teaching Learning Center), Donny 
Newsome (Fit Learning -  Reno)  
Discussant: Timothy C. Fuller (Fit Learning - Reno)

1:50 PM- 
3:00 PM Wheeler

22.) *Further Examination of Two Instructional Methods to Teach Daily Living 
Skills to Individuals with Autism Authors: Jennifer L. Wertalik, Richard M. 
Kubina Jr. (The Pennsylvania State University)

1:50PM-
3:00PM Whitney 3 23.) A Comparison of Frequency and Accuracy Building on the Emergence of 

Stimulus Equivalence Author: Adam Peal (Haugland Learning Center)

3:10 PM- 
4:00 PM Mt. Rose

24.) *What›s Aim Got to Do with It: A Retention Investigation 
Authors: Kerri Milyko, Bethany Greene, Codye Manning (Precision Teaching 
Learning Center)

3:10 PM- 
4:00 PM Wheeler

25.) *The Impact of the Functional Analysis Celeration Chart On Visual Analysis 
and          Quantification for Pre-Service Behavior Analysts 
Authors: Sal Ruiz, Rick Kubina (The Pennsylvania State University)

3:10 PM-
4:00 PM Whitney 3

26.)  Bridging the Gap Between OT and ABA/PT: A Dialog on Mutual Benefits. 
Skeptics Welcome Authors: Aditi Mehra, Philip Cairoli, Nicholas Berens, 
Kimberly Berens (Fit Learning)  

4:00 PM- 
4:15 PM TBA BREAK with Snack

4:15 PM- 
5:30 PM Whitney 2 27.) State of Society Address (Board, Presidents, and VP Presentations)

* 
Denotes 
CEUs

Presentations: Saturday November 5, 2016
(All Saturday Sessions denoted with * are 1 CEU)

13.)* Symposium: Agility Revisited

 Paper Title 1: Try, try again: Defining the Concept of Agility,

 Paper Title 2: Depictions of Agility from the Learning Lab: Celeration,  
 Frequency and Bounce Multipliers

 Authors:  Donny Newsome (Fit Learning – Reno) Staheli Meyer (Fit Learning –  
 Reno) Kendra Newsome (Fit Learning – Reno) Timothy Fuller (Fit Learning –    
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 Reno)

Discussant: Rick Kubina (The Pennsylvania State University)

Abstract: Agility has persisted as a colloquial description of certain types of desirable perfor-
mances. Recently this term has seen rejuvenated interest within Precision Teaching and traditional 
educational settings.  Precision teachers have long carried forward a loose definition of agility as 
‘celeration of celeration’.  While this definition might succeed in generally orienting practitioners 
toward the goal of helping students acquire new skills faster and faster, its lack of technical speci-
ficity may also hinder efforts to conduct research and disseminate findings about the concept.  Our 
broad aim is to elaborate the description of events that look like agility such that, as a community, 
we can decide the utility of integrating this concept into our already established conventions and 
constructs.  As such, the specific purpose of this symposium is to continue the refinement of the 
agility concept by differentiating agility from other constructs common to precision teaching and 
behavior analysis, and to propose specific measurement strategies for its quantification and eval-
uation.  We will suggest that frequency multipliers, celeration multipliers and bounce multipliers 
be considered as defining measures of agile performance across related pinpoints.  This suggestion 
reflects our evolving understanding of agility and serves as our response to the lively discussions 
and generous feedback at previous meetings of the Standard Celeration Society, for which we are 
profoundly thankful.   

14.)* Symposium: What’s New at O.R.L.

 Paper Title 1: Magical Mands

 Paper Title 2: Measurably Superior Service Delivery

 Paper Title 3: Using the Standard Celeration Chart to Guide Operations Decisions

 Authors: Kelly Ferris, Brandi Allred, Alison McManus (Organization for Research  
 and Learning)

Abstract: Organization for Research and Learning, Inc. delivers behavior analytic services to 
approximately 50 children and teens with autism.  This symposium will present three papers cov-
ering a diversity of precision teaching and chart-related applications within our practice. The first 
paper will share work on what Skinner termed, “The Magical Mand: There are mands which 
cannot be accounted for by showing that they have ever had the effect specified or any similar 
effect upon similar occasions. The speaker appears to create new mands on the analogy of old 
ones” (Verbal Behavior, 1957,p. 48).  Our client, a 13 year-old young lady with ASD, engaged in 
high-frequency repetitive questions with no history of reinforcement.  The paper will outline the 
analysis of her verbal behavior as magical mands and their detected association with her acting out 
behavior.  Discussion will include subsequent changes to her behavior support package as a result 
of the verbal behavior analysis. The second paper will review O.R.L.’s staff training procedures.  
With more than a decade of data, we will share trends on the critical and variable features that re-
sult in a highly efficient and effective training package.  The final paper will discuss O.R.L.’s use 
of the Standard Celeration Chart to guide critical decisions in our organizational behavior. As an 
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autism service agency, our most valuable assets is our staff.  Balancing their needs with the needs 
of our clients and considering the needs of ORL as a business can be challenging.  Using data 
to guide decision-making about critical processes that affect our staff and clients is one way we 
can be responsive to the changing needs of multiple constituents. Engaging in multiple levels of 
analysis and intervention can positively impact not only our staff, but also our service provision.  
This presentation will share charts related to responses from various job postings, interviews held 
vs. employment offers made, unfilled sessions, effectively activated professional staff, and many 
more.  We look forward to sharing our recent activity with you.

15.)  Title: They Served Us; Now We Must Serve Them: An Analysis of What the SCC and   
 Behavior Analysis Can Do to Help Active Duty, Reservists, and Veterans.

 Author: Abigail B. Calkin (Calkin Consulting Center)

Abstract: Traditionally, behavior analysis has looked at inner behavior, or private events, from a 
theoretical perspective. However, to change the thoughts, feelings, and urges of our inner behavior, 
we must roll up our sleeves and look at this aspect of radical behavior analysis in an experimental 
manner. There is substantial recent history for this with over 1,000 individual research projects 
combined into twelve research studies. One area in which this novel and unique technique, meth-
odology, and research can be extremely useful is in work with active duty, reservist, and veteran 
populations of our military. Data include information from our national history of war from the 
American Revolution through September 2011 as well as from civilian and military individuals 
dealing with a variety of emotional issues. This workshop gives practical information about what 
has worked with individuals as well as simple observations of various inner behaviors such as an-
ger and depression. It is not only a unique way to view inner behavior, but, to date, it is the most 
accurate way to look at what is going on inside a person and how we, as behavior analysts, can 
help an individual change thoughts, feelings, and urges that cause pain to that person. This line 
of research is applicable to the military and veteran community and has been used successfully 
in civilian settings and at least one setting with active duty members identified by the military as 
having PTSD.

16.)* Title: The Value of a Digital Data Point

 Authors: Richard M. Kubina Jr. (The Pennsylvania State University)

 Discussant:  Abigail Calkin (Calkin Consulting Center)

Abstract: All scientific disciplines evolve or go extinct. And with the Digital Revolution and its 
sweeping changes, Precision Teaching finds itself in the midst of a transition from the paper to 
an electronic medium. The history of Precision Teaching has predominantly rested with the paper 
chart though a few exceptions have appeared (e.g., CyberSlate, Excel based SCCs). With the grow-
ing ease and power of digitization, many practitioners may find themselves wondering what value 
or drawbacks appear with a Standard Celeration Chart existing solely in pixels rather than paper. 
The present discussion describes the many benefits of where technology may take the Standard 



21

2016 Teaching Conference ■ Reno, NV

Celeration Chart and Precision Teaching. The many hindrances for adoption, usage, and dissem-
ination of a paper change radically change with rapid, easy data entry and analysis. Chart usage 
and innovation also will see an uptick as current and new users begin to embrace current and new 
measures with data analysis. Other grand changes also await the field of Precision Teaching should 
it wish to embrace digitalization, namely that of the “behavioral genome.” In other words, the req-
uisite frequencies and behaviors necessary for simple and complex learning may one day reveal 
themselves through an extensive database of collected Standard Celebration Chart metrics. The 
current presentation will also present preliminary data new Precision Teachers using digital charts.

17.)  Title: Precision Learning Technologies: Precision Teaching via Telehealth

 Authors: Deirdre Lee Fitzgerald, Lacy M. Knutson, Cicely Jiron Lopez (The Chicago   
 School of Professional Psychology)

Abstract: Advances in distance education technology bring the opportunity to expand access to 
precision learning services that would otherwise be inaccessible. Specific advances in instruc-
tional delivery that make telehealth a particularly intuitive match for precision learning systems 
management will be presented. Modification, barriers, and solutions to the challenges of proving 
high quality interactive distance education are outlined. General considerations for program de-
sign, training, platform selection, and charting electronically are outlined. Training practitioners 
in the use of Precision Teaching via telehealth, supervising the delivery of individualized services, 
and conducting research through distance learning technologies are three areas of application that 
have proven fruitful. To demonstrate these applications two examples will be considered. First, 
the use of telehealth methods to teach reading will be presented. Special attention to how to assess 
learning needs, to deliver fluency-based instruction in component skills, to assess the emergence 
of composite repertoires, and to involve kindergarten-aged learners in data-based decision mak-
ing through the evaluation of standard celeration charts over the internet is described. Second, a 
program for pre-algebra instruction for middle schoolers that includes individualized assessment, 
delivery, and ongoing monitoring of a curriculum through home-based tutoring that can be transi-
tioned to telehealth will be examined. Precision learning systems are uniquely able to be effective 
in telehealth applications. Outcomes of precision learning programming at a distance will be de-
tailed as a demonstration of the flexible scope and scalability of this intervention across subject 
matter and population. Implications for the service of remote, underrepresented, and challenging 
cases will be identified.

18.)  Paper Session 

 Title: The Problem with Frequencies Near or Less than One per Minute Displayed on   
 Non-Standard Equal-Interval Graphs

 Author: Patrick McGreevy (Patrick McGreevy, Ph.D., P.A. and Associates)

Abstract: In the applied behavior analysis literature, frequency data near or less than one move-
ment cycle per minute are often deceptive and difficult to interpret when displayed on ubiquitous, 
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non-standard, equal-interval graphs. Frequencies less than one per minute are often reported in 
units that do not occur in nature (e.g., 0.4 per minute), suggesting the following questions from 
readers: “How many instances or episodes were actually recorded”, “What was the duration of the 
recording period”, and “How many of those instances or episodes are mathematically equivalent 
to either 0.3 or 0.5 per minute”. Also, ‘zero per minute’ is often displayed at the bottom of the ver-
tical axis not far from ‘one per minute’, suggesting one important question: “How close is 0.4 per 
minute to ‘zero per day’”.

Dr. McGreevy will display re-charted data from several published studies, showing how these data 
are neither deceptive, nor difficult to interpret with the Adapted Standard Celeration Chart.

19.)* Symposium: TAGing for Precision: Optimizing Results Through Combining Effective  
Technologies

 Paper Title 1: TAGteach Research and Applications: Maybe You Talk Too Much? 

 Paper Title 2: TAG Don’t Nag: The multi-faceted uses of TAG teaching

 Paper Title 3: TAG or Fix:TAGteaching to Rapidly Accelerate Academic Performance

 Authors: Nicky Carter (Blossom Park), Kimberly Nix Berens (Fit Learning – New  
 York),  Christina Garofalo (Fit Learning – New York), Mandy Mason (Fit Learning –  
 Perth), David Acevedo (Fit Learning – Reno), Kendra Newsome (Fit Learning – Reno)

Abstract:  In this symposium, the benefits of marrying TAG Teaching and Precision Teaching will 
be offered and future clinical applications explored.  Clicker training, or the use of an audible stim-
ulus to teach and shape behavior, was first employed as a method of training animals. With nonhu-
man organisms, there is an abundant empirical basis for its effectiveness as a teaching method. The 
effectiveness of clicker training with nonhumans suggests that this practice could have utility for 
teaching and shaping behavior with humans. Preliminary research supports this notion. This sym-
posium will include three presentations involving teaching with acoustical guidance in a Precision 
Teaching setting. First, we will outline the history of teaching with acoustical guidance, describe 
the multitude of applications for this science, and discuss the past, current, and recommended re-
search. The second presentation will demonstrate how clicker training can be incorporated into an 
academic context to shape and train flexible social behaviors like eye contact and increase quality 
and novelty of language. Lastly, the third presentation will share data obtained with learners where 
TAG teaching was utilized as a means of rapidly improving accuracy and fluency on reading and 
math targets.  Specifically, a “TAG or Fix” procedure was utilized with learners on various com-
ponent reading tasks where students were instructed to “fix” their responses to a stimulus that did 
not receive an audible TAG.  Data will be presented that demonstrate the rapid deceleration in er-
rors and acceleration in rate of correct responses as a function of this intervention.  Data will also 
be presented on the effectiveness of a TAG teaching procedure for the improvement in rhythmic, 
paced responding on written math facts.  

20.)  Paper Session 

 Title: Frequency Building to a Performance Criterion with Early Reading Skills an  
 Effective Practice
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 Author: Jeremy D. Moeller, Richard M. Kubina Jr., (The Pennsylvania State University)

Abstract: The current study used a multiple baseline, multiple probe single-case design to deter-
mine the effects of using Frequency Building to Performance Criterion (FBPC) with early reading 
skills (i.e., letter-sound correspondence, blending sounds into words, and repeated reading) on oral 
reading fluency.  Teachers identified five first grade students at-risk for reading failure to partic-
ipate in the research.  The five students were identified by being in the lowest placement within 
the reading curriculum.  Four students were provided with FBPC three to five times a week for a 
total of 30 sessions.  After each session students were given novel decodable reading passages and 
timed for one minute.  In addition, students were given weekly curriculum-based measures (CBM) 
grade-level reading probes.  Overall, students demonstrated an increase in oral reading fluency, as 
measured by one minute passage reading, after the introduction of FBPC with early reading skills, 
demonstrating an experimental effect for teaching early reading skills to oral reading fluency.  Stu-
dents on average increased words read correctly per minute by 62-108% and decreased words read 
incorrectly per minute by 40-66% from baseline measures.  Additionally, students decreased error 
celeration and made modest gains with correct accel data.  Implications for practice and future 
research are discussed.

 Title: Increasing Learning Opportunities Presented to Children with Autism Using  
 Fluency Based Instruction with Modeling and Feedback

 Author: Christina Barosky, Nicole LeMaster (Bierman Autism Center)

Abstract: This study evaluated the effects of a three different staff training packages on the rate 
of trial presentation to children diagnosed with autism. The three packages consisted of a com-
bination of fluency based instruction with feedback, feedback plus modeling and feedback plus 
modeling in vivo with the client. The experimenters implemented 20-minute fluency based staff 
trainings with one-minute trial presentation fluency drills. Training resulted in an increase in the 
number of trials presented from baseline probes across all three packages with the biggest gain 
during the modeling and feedback phases.

21.)* Symposium: Doing What You Say You’ll Do: How Systematically Incorporating Corre-
spondence Instruction Can Make an Impact

 Paper Title 1: Is it Dropping Dots or Something Else? The Role of Correspondence in  
 Generating Buy-in

 Paper Title 2: Saying What Do and Doing What You Say: How Supporting  
 Correspondence Can Lead to Self-Advocacy 

 Paper Title 3: Targeting Components Skills Necessary for a Student to be  
 Self-Determined

 Authors: Timothy C. Fuller (Fit Learning - Reno), Kendra Newsome (Fit Learning -  
 Reno;), Tara Brush (Fit Learning -  Reno), Neelem Khan (Precision Teaching Learning  
 Center), Donny Newsome (Fit Learning -  Reno) 
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 Discussant: Timothy C. Fuller (Fit Learning - Reno)

Abstract: Building a corresponding relationship between what someone says and what he or she 
does have been acknowledged as an important social consideration. Put simply, when we do what 
we say, and we say what we do, those around us, as well as ourselves, can better orient to our be-
havior. This symposium is comprised of three papers designed to share a conceptual orientation 
to correspondence, how this orientation can lead to systematic instruction to build a generalized 
correspondence repertoire, and how this type of instruction can lead to a form of self-advocacy. 
The first paper will set a conceptual foundation linking a behavior analytic tradition of correspon-
dence instruction with the precision teaching value of putting learners in contact with their own 
performance data. The second paper shares a sequence of correspondence instruction that builds 
from this intellectual tradition with data demonstrating some of the benefits of incorporating this 
type of instruction. The third paper extends the notion of correspondence to that of self-advocacy, 
sharing data and instructional sequencing that has assisted students with advocating for their own 
educational/instructional accommodations within and individualized education plan context. Col-
lectively, these papers provide conceptual and practical solutions to building learner buy-in as well 
as creating a foundation from which our learners can advocate for their own educational needs.

22.)* Title: Further Examination of Two Instructional Methods to Teach Daily Living Skills to  
 Individuals with Autism

 Authors: Jennifer L. Wertalik, Richard M. Kubina Jr. (The Pennsylvania State  
 University)

Abstract: Individuals with autism spectrum disorder (ASD) often exit high school lacking the 
skills needed to successfully transition into adulthood.  As a result, many young adults with ASD 
experience poor outcomes across a variety of areas such as low rates of college completion, em-
ployment, independent living, and participation in their community.  More concerning, many ad-
olescents and young adults with ASD remain dependent upon others for support in day-to-day 
activities.  Therefore, the development of independent behavior, specifically for daily living skills, 
proves critical as student’s transition from the high school environment into adulthood.  The pres-
ent study sought to replicate and extend the findings of Wertalik and Kubina (in press) by compar-
ing the effects of Video modeling and TAGteach to teach daily living skills (i.e., teeth brushing, 
face washing, applying deodorant) to three learners (ages 12-13) with ASD.  The experimenter im-
plemented an alternating treatments design consisting of a five-minute video modeling condition 
and a five-minute TAGteach condition.  A baseline condition (i.e., no instruction or feedback) also 
occurred along with the two experimental conditions in order to compare and evaluate the other 
two interventions.  Results of the present study will help establish evidence for determining which 
instructional method will lead to improvements in accurate performance.  Additionally, results will 
provide teachers and other professionals with efficient instructional methods for teaching daily 
living skills to individuals with ASD.

23.)  Title: A Comparison of Frequency and Accuracy Building on the Emergence of Stimulus  
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 Equivalence

 Author: Adam Peal

Abstract: Five children with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) were trained in US, European, and 
Canadian geography relations   using a match to sample procedure.  Different intervention proce-
dures commonly used in educational settings were compared, including conditions using accuracy 
and frequency building.  All results were analyzed on a standard celeration using a multi-element 
design.  Differences in level, bounce, and celeration of responding were indicative of more or less 
effective instructional methods that resulted in the emergence of stimulus relations.  The impact of 
training stimulus equivalence relations using frequency and accuracy will be discussed. 

24.)* Symposium: What’s Aim Got to Do with It: A Retention Investigation

 Paper Title 1: Parametric Analysis on the Effects of Retention at Different “fluency”  
 levels

 Paper Title 2: Clinical Investigation of the Effects of Retention at Different “fluency”  
 levels

 Authors: Kerri Milyko, Bethany Greene, Codye Manning (Precision Teaching Learning  
 Center)

Abstract: Traditional teaching methods use accuracy-only criterion when teaching students a spe-
cific skill, but more and more students are being left behind in classrooms because they are not 
mastering the skill. Using fluency, a combination of speed and accuracy, as a mastery criterion has 
shown to improve both retention and mastery. Previous research suggests that frequency scores 
closer to the predicted frequency aim produced greater retention. Yet, it is unclear at what frequen-
cy level with respect to the pinpoint’s optional frequency aim a decay in retention begins to occur. 
The present symposium will first present an empirical investigation examining the differential ef-
fects of retention on preschool participants’ reading first grade sight words once the skill had been 
strengthened to three frequencies (i.e., 15 correct words/min, which is 25% of the accepted fluency 
aim, 30 correct words/min, which is 50% of the accepted fluency aim, and 60 correct words/min, 
which is 100% of the accepted fluency aim).  The findings seem to suggest two possible methods 
for shaping retention in learners.  Therefore, the second paper examines clinical data to identify if 
similar data trends are identified.  Further, data of two potential retention training methods will be 
presented.  All presentations will show and analyze data on the Standard Celeration chart.  Each 
presentation will address trends in accuracy and frequency of retention data, celeration of perfor-
mance pre-mastery, accuracy, and amount of time spent at optimal fluency aims while discussing 
implications and future research.  

25.)* Title: The Impact of the Functional Analysis Celeration Chart On Visual Analysis and   
 Quantification for Pre-Service Behavior Analysts 
  
 Authors: Sal Ruiz, Rick Kubina (The Pennsylvania State University) 
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Abstract: The FACC is a modified Standard Celeration Chart (SCC) that can be used with Func-
tional Analysis (FA).  The FACC provides quantification of level to accompany visual analysis as 
an additional decision making tactic. Quantification allows visual analysts to place a numerical 
value to qualitative terms used to describe level, trend, and stability. Participants recruited from 
an online behavior analytic program received instruction prior to taking the survey on how to 
make decisions using a sequential view FACC, and a conditioned grouped FACC.  Demographics 
showed a largely inexperienced group in regards to years using visual analysis and implementing 
principles of behavior. Participants then received a survey with a total of 18 graphical displays 
equally distributed between the two types of visual displays.  Participants selected which function 
maintained each behavior.  Participants could select one function, multiple functions, or no func-
tion.  Data sets sourced from peer-reviewed journals had functions predetermined.  Results indi-
cated participants arrived at the correct identification of function most frequently with one-func-
tion results, followed by undifferentiated, and multiply maintained. Discussion of the effects of 
quantification on decision-making, and implication for practice may provide clear guidance on the 
use of the FACC. Implications for practice include the use of the FACC paired with procedural 
variations of FA.

26.)  Title: Bridging the Gap Between OT and ABA/PT: A Dialog on Mutual Benefits:  
 Skeptics Welcome

 Authors: Aditi Mehra, Philip Cairoli, Nicholas Berens, Kimberly Berens (Fit Learning)

Abstract: The Occupational Therapy model is one that focuses on the human occupation.  OT 
practitioners are concerned with improving independent life skills; occupational therapists assist 
people in developing the skills necessary for independent and satisfying lives.  This focus on the 
development of socially appropriate skills is where we find a common ground between OT and 
ABA.  This common ground is masked however, by differences in measurement, intervention, 
values of objectivity, and in the placement of cause for student behaviors.

If these differences can be parsed out through the dispelling of common misconceptions, the build-
ing of an understanding for one another’s perspective, and the amalgamation of technologies, we 
can blend these two practices and not only benefit the client, but proliferate the growth of both 
professions and have a more global impact on the world.

This talk will discuss how to accomplish this through adopting a precise measurement system, 
shifting the focus from an internal cause to a focus on observable events, and from sharing and 
translating effective treatments into objective and behavioral terms.  Data collected on mutual top-
ics such as “Tactile Defensiveness” and fine motor skills will be discussed.

Rather than viewing OT and ABA as separate and conflicting sciences, they can be seen as two 
sides of the same coin—creating the possibility of an effective and mutually beneficial relationship 
between these two evidence based professions.

27.)  State of Society Address 

 Authors: Board of Directors, Presidents, and Vice President present on the state of the 
Standard Celeration Society. Committee outputs, charts and future planning will be shared. 
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The Standard Celeration Society would like to thank the following people 
for their contributions to the 29th Annual International Precision Teaching 
Conference:

Speakers:
Keynote Speaker: Amanda VanDerHeyden
Presidential Keynote: Patrick Friman
Invited Speakers: Mary Schmidt & Nicholas Berens

Board of Directors:
Kelly Ferris – Board Chairperson
Carl Binder
Chuck Merbitz
Kent Johnson
Mary Schmidt

Officers:
Co-Presidents: Donny & Kendra Newsome
President Elect: Courtney Peppers-Owen

Programs: 
VP: Courtney Peppers-Owen
Committee Volunteers: Kalie Bible, Mary Reagan

Communications:
VP: Sheila Habarad
AVP: Ali McManus
Committee Volunteer: David Acevedo

Operations:
VP: Scott Miller
AVP: Courtney Smith

Membership:
VP: Megan Miller
AVP: Tiffany Aninao
Committee Volunteer: Morgan Manson

Finance:
VP: Nicky Carter
AVP: Amy Evans

Scientific & Academic Affairs:
VP: Melissa Nosik
AVP: Tim Fuller

Volunteers:
Sela Pallares
Morgan Manson
Ashlie Senko
Abby Lewis
Tara Brush
Salvador Ruiz
Michele Davidson
Lexy Filatov
Mary Reagan
Teal McCallister
Mariah Fisher
Lacy Knutson
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Lifetime Achievement Award Winners – Lifetime Sustaining Members:

John Cooper
Elizabeth Haughton
Kent Johnson
Claudia McDade
Patrick McGreevy
Malcolm Neely
Hank Pennypacker
Ian Spence
Clay Starlin
Patrick McGreevy

Sustaining Members:

Jonathon Amey
Nick Berens
Kim Berens
Carl Binder
Abigail Calkin
Nicky Carter
Kim Cheung
Grant Coulson
Ann Desjardins
Janet Dolan
Alex Dominguez
John Eshleman
Kelly Ferris
Christina Garofalo
Laura Grant
Morten Haugland
Bill Helsel
Kaitlin LaBarbera
Liz Lefebre

Stuart Libman
Alison Lipshan
John Lloyd
Christina Lovaas
Charles Merbitz
Megan Miller
Kerri Milyko 
Melissa Nosik
Donny Newsome
Kendra Newsome
Courtney Peppers
Mike Ruehlen
Mary Schmidt
Dana Simmons
Gina Spencer
Borge Stromgren
Vicci Tucci
Todd Ward
Debrah Worland
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