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Perennial problems i n  secondary compensatory e d u c a t i o n  a r e  1 )  determ in i  ng 
which s t u d e n t s  s h o u l d  be e n r o l  l e d  i n  t h e  r e m e d i a l  program and 2) s e t t i n g  
s t a t i c  a ims  f o r  t hese  students.  E x a c t l y  what c o n s t i t u t e s  an a c c e p t a b l e  
percent score or  co r rec t /e r ro r  frequency f o r  a p a r t i c u l a r  academic behaviour 
a t  a c e r t a i n  grade level  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  i n t u i t .  A number o f  so lu t i ons  have 
been suggested (Hari ng, Lovitt, Eaton 8 Hansen, 19781, and t h e  one addressed 
i n  t h i s  paper i s  t h a t  o f  peer-compar ison ( W h i t e  8 Har ing ,  1976). The 
procedure f nvol ves surveying a smal l group o f  ltaveragen students a t  var ious  
secondary grade l eve1 s i n  o r d e r  t o  determ ine how wet I -- o r  how p o o r l y  --
t h e y  p e r f o r m  on t h e  academ i c  t a s k s  t h a t  a r e  o f  i n t e r e s t .  The d a t a  g leaned 
from such a survey would enable t h e  i n s t r u c t o r  t o  decide upon an acceptable 
p e r c e n t  o r  f requency  I n s t e a d  o f  h a v i n g  t o  resor-t  t o  t h e  b Ia n k e t  x  1.Z5 f o r  
co r rec ts  and /1.25 f o r  e r r o r s  when s e t t i n g  dynamic aims. 

Recently the re  have been attempts t o  gather such data w i t h  an elementary-aged 
populat ion (Howel I ,  1979a, 1979b; Gentry 8, Clark, 1979), bu t  l i t t l e  has been 
done a t  t h e  j u n i o r  secondary o r  m i d d l e  schoo l  l e v e l .  Hopeful  ly,  t h e  d a t a  
contained i n  t h i s  a r t i c l e  w i l l  he lp t o  f i l l  i n  t h i s  gap. 

Another  i m p o r t a n t  use f o r  t h e  d a t a  would be as a s c r e e n i n g  i n s t r u m e n t  --
i.e., as a means o f  i d e n t i f y i n g  those students who should be involved i n  the  
school compensatory program. Standardized t e s t s  a r e  usefu l  f o r  placement and 
p r e d i c t i o n  (Estes  8 Vangh, 19781, b u t  t h e y  have l i t t l e  o r  no d i a g n o s t i c  
value. I n  contrast,  the  peer-comparison f i g u r e s  presented here would a l s o  be 
useful I n  p inpo in t i ng  s p e c i f i c  tasks  when es tab l i sh ing  a remedial program f o r  
a s t u d e n t .  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  s c r e e n i n g  i n s t r u m e n t  wou ld  t a k e  
approximately 130 minutes (115 minutes o f  ac tua l  t e s t i n g  and 15 minutes o f  
dir e c t i ons, etc.), and t h e  resu lt s  wou l d comp l ement teacher r e f e r r a l  s, past  
achievement records, etc. 

One f i n a l  p o i n t  should be emphasized. The quest ion t h a t  was constant ly  being 
asked when the  content o f  the survey ma te r ia l  was being decided upon was the 
f o l  1 ow ing: What a r e  those s k i  I  I/movement comb inat ions most common Iy emp Ioyed 
i n  secondary t e a c h i n g  s i t u a t i o n s ?  In o t h e r  words, do t h e  sk i I I/movement 
c o m b i n a t i o n s  t h a t  have been p i n p o i n t e d  r e f  I e c t  t h e  c o m b i n a t i o n s  t h a t  a r e  
necessary f o r  success I n the V y p  ica l secondary c lassroom? The resu l t s  o f  
t he  author's compi l a t i o n s  are presented below. 

The S1s were approximately 60 grade 8, 9 and 10 students o f  flaveragelg abi l it y  
i n  the cur r icu lum areas o f  language, a r t s  and mathematics. A l l  students were 
i n  a t tendance a t  t h e  same average-s ized,  r u r a l  j u n i o r  secondary school  i n  
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nominate students o f  average a b i l  i t y  i n  t h e i r  respec t i ve  courses (Engl ish and 
Mathematics), and the choices were corroborated by a check o f  the permanent 
r e c o r d  c a r d s  ( s t u d e n t s  w i t h  a h i s t o r y  o f  "C" l e t t e r  g rades were  p r i m e  
candidates). The Sts were "put through t h e i r  pacestt i n  l a t e  January -- i.e., 
approxi mate I y t he  m id-po in t  o f  t h e  academ i c  year. 

Obvious Iy, any 1 1s t  o f  academ i c  tasks t h a t  one w ished t o  c I ass i  f y  as Itbasictt 
o r  t t f u n d a m e n t a l f t  w o u l d  m o s t  l i k e l y  be  b o t h  v a r i e d  and e x t e n s i v e .  
Neve r the less ,  it seems r e a s o n a b l e  t o  assume t h a t  t h e r e  i s  indeed some 
combinat ion o f  s k i  I I s  and movements i n  d i f f e r e n t  sub jec t  areas which would 
fo rm an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  a j u n i o r  h i g h  schoo l  s tuden t ' s  r e p e r t o i r e  o f  
academic behav iours .  Acco rd ing l y ,  t h e  a u t h o r  dec ided t h a t  i n f o r m a t i o n  
regarding some o f  these basic  tasks would be h e l p f u l  i n  t h e  s e t t i n g  o f  s t a t i c  
aims f o r  l ess  ab le  students. These tasks are presented in Tables 1 and 2. 

MOVEMENT LANGUAGE ARTS MATHEMATICS 

See-to say S- S 

S-M 

S- W 

H- S 

H-W 

H-W 

Wri tes words -
Writes numbers 

TOTAL 10 17 

Table 1. Breakdown o f  Movement Types 



Type o f  Data 

DESCRIPTION OF TASK MVT MIN. % FREQUENCY 

1 Cl oze Passage * S- W 112011 / 
Reading 2 Comprehension Passage * S-W 2 / 

3 L i s t e n i n g  Passage * H-W "201* / 
-

4 Spe l l Words * H- S IIZII / 
Spel l i n g  5 S p e l l  Words * H-W 2 / 

6 M a r k M i s s p e l l e d w o r d s  S-M 11411 / 

7a Compose To ta l  words number 
7b Paragraph Desc. Adj .  - 115" / 

Composit ional  7c (10 sen t )  Adverbs / 
W r i t i n g  7d A c t i o n  Verbs / 

8 Mark e r r o r s  i n  paragraph S-M 5 / 

Handwriti ng 9 Copy Paragraph S- W "5" / L i k e r t  
10 D i c t a t e d  Paragraph H-W 3 Scale / 

Read Numbers S-S 
A d d i t i o n  S-W 
Sub t rac t i on  S- W 
M u l t i p l i c a t i o n  S- W 
D i v i s i o n  S- W 
Per Cent S- W 
Decimals (+ )  S- W 

Mathematics Decimals ( - 1  S- W 
Decimals ( x )  S- W 
Decimals ( / I  S-W 
F rac t i ons  (+ )  S- W 
F r a c t i o n s  ( -1  S- W 
F rac t i ons  ( x )  S- W 
F r a c t i o n s  ( / I  S-W 
M u l t i p l i c a t i o n  Tables H-S 
Numbers W r i t t e n  -
Mental A r i  t hmet i  c  H-W 

-

TOTAL 115 Min. 

* D i f f e r s  f o r  each grade l e v e l  
" " Approximate t ime r e q u i r e d  

Table 2. D e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t o o l  ski l ls /rnovements 



Med ian and range s c o r e s  f o r  t h e  t a s k s  o u t  l ined i n Tab Ie 2 a r e  d i sp Iayed i n 
C h a r t s  1 t h r o u g h  4. The numbers a t  t h e  b o t t o m  o f  t h e  C h a r t s  i n d i c a t e  t h e  
number o f  t h e  task (see Table 2). 

Conclusion 

I n  summary, it i s  hoped t h a t  t h e  proposed i n s t r u m e n t  would be he1 p f u l  t o  
secondary t e a c h e r s  f o r  t w o  purposes: 1) as a means o f  se Ie c t i  ng s t u d e n t s  
f o r  a secondary compensatory e d u c a t i o n  program, and 2) as a method o f  
determining percent and frequency scores f o r  the  s e t t i n g  o f  s t a t i c  aims. 

Advantages appear t o  be t h a t  adminl s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  instrument i s  sho r t  ( 1  50 
minutes) and t h a t  a large amount o f  data regarding a student's a b i l i t y  would 
be generated. I n  addi t ion,  in format ion  concerning var ious movement cyc les  I s  
a l s o  produced. Disadvantages are t h a t  t he  peer-comparison scores are school- 
r e f e r e n c e d  and hence n o t  norm-re ferenced v i a  s t a t i s t i c a l  a n a l y s i s  (e.g. 
sp l it-ha1 f re1 i a b i  l it y )  and t h a t  -- perhaps -- t h e  spectrum o f  tasks is n o t  
broad enough. Hopeful ly,  t he  advantages outweigh the  disadvantages. 

(Note: For  a d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  t a s k s  p resen ted  i n  Tab le  2, 
p l e a s e  w r i t e  t h e  author ,  c / o  P.O. Box 130, Rosedale, B.C. Canada VOX 
1x0.) 
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