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MONITORING COLOR NAMING 

Susan Thomsen 
M i s s i s s i p p i  Bend Area Educat ion  Agency 

Kris was r e f e r r e d  t o  m e  by h i s  c lassroom 
t e a c h e r  2  days  a f t e r  beginning  k i n d e r g a r t e n .  
Kris q u a l i f i e d  f o r  t he rapy  wi th  numerous 
a r t i c u l a t i o n  e r r o r s  and language  d e f i c i t s .  
One o f  Kris' f i r s t  o b j e c t i v e s  was t o  l e a r n  
c o l o r  names. S i n c e  knowing c o l o r  names is  a n  
impor t an t  k i n d e r g a r t e n  s k i l l ,  I d i d n ' t  want 
t o  spend a l l  year  t e a c h i n g  one c o l o r  name a t  
a t i m e .  

We s t a r t e d  wi th  a s ee / say  probe  wi th  35 
c i r c l e s  and I randomly co lo red  t h e  c i r c l e s  
t h e  8 b a s i c  c o l o r s .  Kris was i n s t r u c t e d  t o  
name t h e  c o l o r s  f o r  1 minute  and t o  s k i p  t h e  
ones  h e  d i d n ' t  know. Our d a t a  was f l a t ,  no 
l e a r n i n g  was t a k i n g  p l a c e  and we were bo th  
con fused ( see  Char t  1 ) .  I decided  t h a t  t h e  
c i r c l e s  were t o o  a b s t r a c t ,  t h a t  Kris r e a l l y  
d i d n ' t  unders tand t h e  concept  o f  c o l o r ,  and 
t h a t  h e  wasn ' t  going  t o  l e a r n  t h e  c o l o r  names 
u n l e s s  we made some changes.  

We c o n s t r u c t e d  a new probe wi th  8 p i c t u r e s  
s e l e c t e d  by Kris and c o l o r e d  each  p i c t u r e  a  
b a s i c  c o l o r .  Kris was i n s t r u c t e d  t o  s ay  a  

J o u r n a l  o f  P r e c i s i o n  

c o l o r  s e n t e n c e  a b o u t  each  p i c t u r e  ( i . e . ,  The 
a p p l e  is  r e d .  The pumpkin is  o range . ) .  
Therapy was d i r e c t e d  toward i d e n t i f y i n g  t h e  
b a s i c  c o l o r  of  t h e  meaningful  o b j e c t s  and 
p i c t u r e s ,  and p r a c t i c i n g  through i m i t a t i o n  of 
t h e  probe c o l o r  s en t ences .  Kris l e a r n e d  t h e  
c o l o r  s e n t e n c e s ,  and t h e  concept  of c o l o r  was 
f i n a l l y  making s e n s e  t o  Kris and me. I could  
s e e  it on h i s  c h a r t  and h i s  f a c e .  

Next w e  s t epped  up t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s e e / s a y  
c o l o r  names probe.  Within 7  c h a r t e d  days  
Kris was naming c o l o r s  p r o f i c i e n t l y .  

Our f i n a l  phase was t o  step-up t o  a  5  minute 
g e n e r a l i z a t i o n  ( c a r r y o v e r )  a c t i v i t y .  Kris 
was asked t o  t e l l  me t h e  name and c o l o r  of  
o b j e c t s  p icked from a  box randomly. A f t e r  4  
days ,  Kris cou ld  perform t h i s  t a s k  a t  a 
smooth pace wi th  no  h e s i t a t i o n .  

We bo th  l e a r n e d  from Kris' c h a r t .  Kris 
l e a r n e d  h i s  c o l o r s  and  I l e a r n e d  t h e  v a l u e  of  
u s ing  meaningful  m a t e r i a l  when t e a c h i n g  and 
con t inu ing  t o  l e t  my s t u d e n t s  t a l k  t o  me 
through t h e i r  c h a r t s .  

Susan Thomsen is a  speech/ language  s p e c i a l i s t  
w i th  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  Bend Area Educat ion  
Agency, 209 F i f t h  Ave., Camanche, I A  52730. 

STUDY METHODS I N  GRADUATE SCHOOL 

L o r i  Korinek and B i l l  Wolking 
U n i v e r s i t y  of  F l o r i d a  

The purpose of  t h i s  a r t i c l e  is t o  s h a r e  d a t a  
from one s t u d e n t  who used t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  
s tudy  methods t o  p r e p a r e  f o r  a f i n a l  compre- 
h e n s i v e  w r i t t e n  examinat ion  i n  a g r a d u a t e  
l e v e l  s p e c i a l  educat ion(menta1  r e t a r d a t i o n )  
seminar.  Each s tudy  method was used t o  
p repa re  f o r  a  s p e c i f i c  t o p i c  covered  i n  t h e  
seminar.  The s t u d y  methods and t o p i c s  were: 
( 1 )  r e r e a d i n g  1-2 page a b s t r a c t s  d e a l i n g  wi th  
v a r i o u s  c o n c e p t u a l i z a t i o n s  of  menta l  r e t a r -
d a t i o n ;  ( 2 )  w r i t i n g  and r e r e a d i n g  a n  e s s a y  
comparing and c o n t r a s t i n g  t e n  a u t h o r s '  
p e r s p e c t i v e s  on mainstreaming; and ( 3 )  
rev iewing and t a k i n g  a  d a i l y  t iming  on f l a s h -  
c a r d s ,  w i th  a u t h o r  names and p u b l i c a t i o n  
d a t e s  on t h e  f r o n t  and wi th  2-3 r e l e v a n t  
f a c t s  o r  i d e a s  a b o u t  o b s e r v a t i o n a l  l e a r n i n g  
from t h e  r e s p e c t i v e  a u t h o r s  on t h e  back of  
t h e  c a r d s .  

Many P r e c i s i o n  Teache r s  endor se  t h e  u se  of  
f l a s h c a r d s  and timings(SAFMEDS) a s  a h igh ly  
e f f e c t i v e  l e a r n i n g  t o o l .  Bower and Orgel  
(1980) documented t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of  
SAFMEDS wi th  c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s .  

T e a c h i n g ,  V o l .  V ,  No. 3 ,  F a l l ,  1 9 8 4  
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