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WHY WE SHOULD HAVE : USED THE STANDARD BEHAVIOR CHART AND CELERATION: 
A CASE STUDY 

Donna M, Hicks, E a r l  Johnson and Edward M. Framer 
Center f o r  Behaviora l  Stud ies 

J. W. i s  a 3 1 - y e a r - o l d  Caucas ian  m a l e  who has been a t  t h e  C e n t e r  f o r  
B e h a v i o r a l  S t u d i e s  f o r  t h r e e  years .  When we began w o r k i n g  w i t h  him, J. W. 
e m i t t e d  no i n t e l l i g i b l e  v o c a l i z a t i o n s ,  engaged i n  l i t t l e  o r  no  p r o d u c t i v e  
behavior and had no s o c i a l  s k i l l s .  

A f t e r  12 months  o f  t r a i n i n g ,  J. W.ts p a r e n t s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  he had begun 
mak ing  a s i n g l e ,  o c c a s i o n a l  r e q u e s t .  A p rog ram was t h e n  i n i t i a t e d  t o  
i n c r e a s e  t h e  f r e q u e n c y  and v a r i e t y  o f  v o c a l  r e q u e s t s  i n  h i s  home s e t t i  ng. 
The p a r e n t s  c o u n t e d  any a u d i b l e  v o c a l  r e q u e s t  wh i ch  o c c u r r e d  be tween  3:00 
p.m. and 11 :00 p.m. J.W.fs p a r e n t s  were  encouraged t o  model  r e q u e s t i n g  
behavior. These i n t e r a c t i o n s  were a1 so counted. Data were r e t u r n e d  t o  t he  
Center each morning, where they  were graphed on t h e  add-subt ract  graph paper 
which we commonly used a t  t h a t  t ime. Program changes were made u s i n g  t h i s  
graph and changes i n  frequency as a guide. 

The subsequent  y e a r  we began k e e p i n g  mos t  p rogram r e c o r d s  o n  t h e  S t a n d a r d  
Gehav i o r  Char t  (SBC) and u s i  ng c e l  e r a t i  on. The f i r s t  au thor  decided t o  use 
t h e  SBC and r e c h a r t  J. W.'s data.  S t r i k i n g  and h i t h e r t o  unseen changes  i n  
f requencies and t r ends  were noted. I t  was c l e a r  t h a t  our  o l d  graph had n o t  
encouraged us t o  l o o k  f o r  t r e n d s  i n  J. W.'s I 1 reques t i ng t f  b e h a v i o r .  As a 
r e s u  I t ,  we d id n ' t  see  t r e n d s  t h a t  had deve loped  d u r  ing t h a t  home program. 
A l  so, o u r  v i s u a l  i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  p a t t e r n s  had been hampered by  t h e  e x c e s s i v e  
length o f  our non-standard graph, 6 feet.  

A good examp l e  o f  t h e  p r o b  l em can be seen by corn p a r  ing phase I I I on  t h e  SBC 
(see Char t  1 )  t o  i t s  coun te rpa r t  s e c t i o n  o f  add-subtract  graph. The r a t e  o f  
spontaneous voca ls  was a c t u a l l y  a c c e l e r a t i n g  a t  x 1.4, and had we known t h i s ,  
no phase I V  change would have been i n i t i a t e d  a t  t h a t  t ime. However, on t h e  
add-subtract  graph we "missedn the  upward trend, and t h e  i n i t i a t i o n  of  phase 
I V a p p a r e n t l y  r e t a r d e d  f u t u r e  c e  l e r a t i  ons. The c l  i e n t t s  progress may wet 
have been delayed. 

An a d d i t i o n a l  advantage of  t h e  SBC was apparent as we cha r ted  t h e  model ing 
behaviors  o f  J. W.'s parents. I f  anything, they appeared t o  be l l trackingfl J. 
W.'s b e h a v i o r s ,  n o t  v i c e  v e r s a  as  we had e a r l  i e r  be1 ieved. The SBC 
f u n c t i o n e d  t o  r e d u c e  t h e  g raph  t o  manageable s i z e ,  v i s u a l i z e  t r e n d s ,  and 
uncover p rev ious l y  over looked re l a t i onsh ips .  
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We hope t h i s  b r i e f  paper has demonstrated some c l e a r  advantages o f  t h e  SBC 
over  c o n v e n t i o n a l ,  uns tandard i zed  graphs. We know t h a t  t h e  p i c t u r e  t h i s  
c h a r t  painted has increased the  p r o b a b i l i t i e s  o f  f u t u r e  cha r t i ng  a t  CBS. 

Donna H i c k s  i s  c u r r e n t l y  a  b e h a v i o r a l  t e c h n i c i a n ,  E a r l  Johnson i s  a  f o r m e r  
behavioral technician, and Edward M. Framer i s  the program coordinator  o f  t h e  
Center f o r  Behavioral Studies, North Texas State Un ive rs i t y  i n  Denton, Texas. 

A REMl NDER 

Use the  enclosed form t o  renew your subsc r ip t i on  t o  the  Journal. Please do 
t h i s  as soon as poss ib le  t o  insure  your rece iv ing  t h e  f i r s t  issue (Apri  I )  o f  
Volume I I  w i thout  delay. 

, THANK YOU ! 

PERFORMANCE AND LEARN lNG WORLD RECORDS 

Performance Records 

Tanya Kelb ( B e l l e v i l l e ,  Ontar io)  See-think 1470 words per minute 
( s i l e n t  reading) 

Vicky Vachon ( B e l l e v i l l e ,  Ontar io )  See-write 146 sub t rac t  f a c t s  
o f  18 per minute 

Mary Hurst and Patsy (Potosi, Missour i )  See-say 10 su rv i va l  words over 
and over f o r  one minute --
cor rec ts  x20 and inco r rec ts  
/15 f o r  e i g h t  data days 

The Journal o f  Prec is ion  Teaching: Volume I 
Look a t  How We've Grown 

P a t r i c k  McGreevy 
&uxal Qf P r e c i s i o n  Teachlng 

l3s Journa L ef Prec is  ion Teaching s ta r ted  as a smal l idea i n October, 1979. 
Now, i n  January, 1981, a t  t h e  conc l  u s i o n  o f  Volume I, t h e  d ~ ~ f l l ~ lhas 192 
subscribers i n  t h e  United States, Canada, England and Austra l ia .  This growth 
i s  the  d i r e c t  r e s u l t  o f  "sharing" by many p rec i s ion  teachers. 

Chart 1  shows t h a t  the  t o t a l  number o f  subscr ip t ions  accelerated by x 1.5 per 
6 months d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  year. I f  t h e  "sharing1' cont inues,  t h e  i n i t i a l  
subscr ip t ion  aim o f  250 w i l l  be reached by Apr i l ,  1981. 




