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Chart -sharing 

GROUP LANGUAGE ACTlVlTY TO INCREASE 
RECALL OF FACTS 

Carole Peterson and Rmemary Hdman 
SIMS Project 

The act ivi ty  described in th i s  a r t i c l e  was 
conducted in an Oral Language class with eight 
severely learning and language disabled junior 
high students. This class is part  of the SIMS 
Project, which provides a highly s t ruc tu red  
data-based program of individualized instruction 
fo r  severely learning disabled junior high 
s t u d e n t s .  SIMS s t a n d s  f o r  S y s t e m a t i c  
Instructional Management Strategies, terms which 
describe the  learning environment designed to  
systematically establish individualized academic 
and  soc ia l  goals  for  each s tudent  and t o  
continuously monitor and eva lua t e  s tudent  
progress toward these goals. The Oral Language 
class,  which meets  daily fo r  one hour, i s  
co-taught by a learning disabilities teacher and a 
speech clinician. 

The students participate in a 15 minute group 
activity focusing on language objectives from 
orally presented material. These include: 1) 
participating five t imes in a discussion, 2 )  
answering questions appropriately, 3) answering 
questions in  complete  sentences,  4) asking 
questions appropriately, 5) identifying the main 
idea. The following ac t iv i ty  evolved from 
attempts to  design more oral language probes 
that could be used t o  monitor the group as a 
whole. The  purpose of t h i s  probe was to  
increase recall of facts  form orally presented 

material. 

Method 

During the group time, the learning disabilities 
t e a c h e r  read  and asked quest ions from a 
selection in the Mott Basic Language Skills 
Program. The sections focused on the lives of 
Char1 es Lindberg, W a l t  Disney and A1thea Gibson. 
A shor t  discussion followed reviewing the 
important information with the s tudents .  A 
one-minute group timing of thinklsay facts was 
conducted. The students were assigned seats for 
this activity so that the first student responding 
rotated weekly. Each student was given five 
seconds to  initiate a response before moving on 
to the next student, The learning disabilities 
teacher monitored this through visual and oral 
cues. The speech clinician counted the responses 
as either correct, incorrect, or a repeat on a 
mast@ tally sheet and this sheet was reviewed 
with the students before a second timing was 
done that week, This procedure was performed 
and the results were charted once a week f a  
seven weeks. To de t e rmine  an  aim, t h e  
following measures were taken into consideration: 

1. Guidelines set forth by Unique Curriculums 
Unlimited (10-30 ideas said from material 
read); 

2. A f ree  frequency was taken by inslructing 
the group t o  thinklsay material that they had 
mastered (naming different kinds of food); 
The group named 29 foods in one minute; 

3. A f r e q u e n c y  aim was  c a l c u l a t e d  by 
multiplying the frequencies far the first and 
second timings each by 50%, and adding these 
amounts to  each frequency. This measure 
was suggested by the California Guideline for 
Rate Survey developed by the California 
Child Service Demonstration Center. 

The group aim was set a t  13 factslminute for 
both weekly timings. When the group reached 
this aim by the fourth week, a new aim was 
calculated and set a t  20 factslmin. It was a t  
this point that the teachers decided t o  use the 
following interventions in an attempt to see how 
close the s tuden t s  could g e t  t o  the i r  f r e e  
frequency: 

1. The students predicted the number correct 
for each timing based on the previous week's 
data andlor the first timing for that week; 

2. T a n g i b l e  r e in fo rce r s  were  given when 
predicted aims were met; 

3. T h i r t y  second p r a c t i c e  t imings were  
conducted and a strong emphasis was placed 
on giving one or two word facts; and 
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