
NOTES FROM THE EDITOR 

Patrick McGreevy 

Welcome t o  Volume IV of the  Journal. If you 
are a new subscriber, a special welcome goes out 
to  you. 

The  Journal needs manuscripts and chart-sharing 
articles. Don't be h e s i t a n t  t o  submi t  your 
material. 

We w i l l  b e  e x p e r i m e n t i n g  w i t h  a f e w  
mod i f i ca t i ons  t o  our review po l i cy .  T h e  
modifications a r e  indicated in bold print. Each 
formal manuscript will De sent t o  a pr imary 
reviewer. This person, along with two others 
d e s i g n a t e d  by h e r / h i m ,  w i l l  r e v i e w  t h e  
manuscript. The review process is "blind." Each 
reviewer w i l l  make suggested changes on t h e  
manuscript ana select  one of the three options: 
(1) I recommend publishing the manuscript "as is1'; 
(2)  I recommend publish& the manuscript after 
the suggestea changes are made, or (3)  I do not  
recommend puolishing this  manuscript. The 
primary reviewer will consolidate the reviews. If 
a l l  t h r e e  r e v i e w e r s  s e l e c t  opt ion ( I ) ,  t h e  
manusc r ip t  will  b e  s e n t  t o  t h e  ed i to r  fo r  
publishing in the next available issue. If two or 
inore reviewers select option (Y), the  manuscript 
wi l l  be  rejected and will be returned t o  the 
au tho r t s ) .  If t w o  r e v i e w e r s  s e l e c t  a n y  
combination of options (1) and (2),  the primary 
reviewer will consolidate t he  Suggested changes 
on one copy. S/he will contact the editor and 
learn the identity of the author@), The primary 
reviewer will then be responsible for working 
with the authds)  to  see that these changes are 
understood and incorporated into a revision of 
the manuscript. Once this revision i s  approved 
by the primary reviewer, it  will be sent to  the 
editor for publishing in the next available issue. 

These lnodif ications will continue t o  insure a 
"blindtt review while increasing the  important 
information tha t  is  shared in JPT. It will also 
he lp  each  of u s  become b e t t e r  P r e c i s i o n  
Teachers. 

If ar t ic les  that  include the Standard Celeration 
Chart or make reference t o  Precision Teaching 
a r e  published in other journals at. books, please 
le t  us know so that we can pass the information 
along t o  cur readers. 

CURRICULUM 
Marie Eaton 

One of the ir~teresting topics of discussion a t  the 
recent  Precision Teaching Conference in Orlando 
was the use of SAFMEDS t o  teach aaul ts  ana 
children basic content  for a variety of courses. 
SAFMEDS are a variation on the old f lashcards 
t ha t  we used t o  learn our math facts when we 
were in grade school. Ogden Lindsley coined the 
new term t o  avoid any old learned behaviors we 
may have retained in the use of flashcards and 
to  remind us how t o  use the  cards. SAFMEDS 
s t a n d s  f o r  Say A11 E a s t  Minute  E a c h  p a y  
Shuff led .  Ogden Lindsley, BOD Bower, S teve  
Graf and others  have been using SAFMEDS for 
quite a while t o  help their s tudents  in  college 
courses .  During the  discussion, some of t he  
folks dfered  t o  share the  SAFMEDS they have 
prepared with o thers  who a re  teaching similar 
content. 

Below is  a listing of some of the SAFlVlEDS that 
those who were at tending were in te res ted  in 
snaring. Others  did not find the  time a t  the 
conlerence t o  give me their lists. If you a r e  
using SAFMEDS a t  any level of curriculum and 
are willing t o  share them with others,  please 
senci a listing of the topic areas and the number 
of items you include. The items do not  have t o  
be in card format. Send them to: Marie Eaton, 
Department of Education, Western Washington 
University, Bellingham, WA 98225 and we'll list 
them in the next column. 

lblada Kay Morehead 
Washington School District 
8blU N 19th Ave 
Phoenix, AZ 8bU21 

Probe Construction (100 items) 
Formative Evaluation (120 items) 
Direct Inslruction (100 items) 
Reading ,  IVlath,Spelling, H a n d w r i t i n g ,  
Language Sampling (100 i terns) 

Jim Pollard 
Merrimack Special Ed Collaborative 
101 M i l l  Road 
Chelmsford, MA 01824 

Fractions, Decimals & Minute/ 
Secona Equivalents 
Teaching Self Care and Chaining 
Skills (Back chaining, cueing, 
prompting, practice, toileting) 
Physical Therapy (how physically handicapping 
conditions impact on instnrction) 
Orientation (the agency's policy manual) 
National Electric Code 
Tne Intel 8U8U Microchip (CPU) Manual TSI 
Personal Computer Manual 
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Claudia lVlcDade 
Chuck Olander 
Center for Individualized Instruction 
Jacksonville State University 

SAFMEDS for the following courses: 
Psy B U U  Intro t o  Behavioral Statistics 
Psy 335 Personality Theories 
BY 36U Pathophysiology 

Marie Eaton 
Sheila Pox 
Western Washington University 
Bellingharn, WA 98225 

Precision Teaching V o c a ~  (50 items) 
Movement Cycle Vocab (45 items) 
Probe Construction (40 items) 
Learning Hierarchy (4U items) 
Celeration - Read slopes 
Celeration - draw slopes 
Data Decisions 
Is intervention needed? (40 items) 

Data Decisions 
Choose intervention (40 items) 

Principles of Behavior (4U items) 

COMPUTERS 

Bill W a l k i n g ,  Steve Graf & John Eshleman 

Active exploration and d e b a t e  t yp i f i e s  t h e  
i n t e r f a c e  b e t w e e n  P rec i s ion  Teach ing  and 
microcomputer technology. One thing i s  clear,  
Precision Teachers  a r e  not going t o  make an 
automatic, knee-jerk jump t o  microcomputer  
technology. They want t o  make sure that the 
benefits gained are not outweighed by liabilities, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  in te rms  of constraints  on f r e e  
o p e r a n t  movements .  Many mic rocompu te r  
p rog rams  present  tasks a t  r a t e s  which place 
severe  limitations on the  s tudent 's  ability t o  
r e s p o n d  f l u e n t l y .  h o w e v e r ,  s o m e  
program-omputer combinations a r e  capable of 
p r e s e n t i n g  problems a t  we l l  above 300 per 
minute--ample f o r  t h e  fu l l  deve lopment  of 
fluency and i t s  side benefits for Inany academic 
*ills. 

More and more Precision Teachers  showed an 
in te res t  in, or use of, microcomputers a t  the  
1 983 Precision Teaching Winter Conference in 
Orlando. Og Linasley continued t o  promote the 
Apple  11+ a s  the  s tandard microcomputer for 
Precision Teachers. John Eshelrnan presented 
some stimulating work on a program capable of 
changing contingencies of reinforcement as  a 
consequence oi t he  s tudent 's  performance and 
learning. Educational software which learns as a 
function of student performance is  an important 
trend. Precision Teachers are probably the  only 

ones with in easurement technology sophisticated 
enougn to  support the development of iunctional 
self-modifying instructional soi tware. Steve Grai 
ana Jack Auman presented the l a t e s t  version of 
the i r  progralr~ t o  e n a ~ l e  teachers  t o  prac t ice  
data-oased decisions in a greatly condensed time 
iralnework. Bill Wollting demonstrated the use of 
"visi-calc type1' programs f o r  ana lyz ing  and  
summarizing information on la rge  quantities ot 
Precision Teaching da t a .  S t u d e n t  t each ing  
outcome d a t a  can  be conveniently digested by 
supervisors and used t o  set new contingencies for 
student teachers with this program. 

Charles Olander and Claudia McDade presented 
tneir l a t e s t  work applying direct, continuous and 
frequency-~ased measurement technology t o  a 
un ive r s i t y  l ea rn ing  c e n t e r .  Chuck Meroitz 
showed how t o  rig a hand-held microcomputer t o  
De the  brains of a system for automatic data 
collection on movement frequencies and pa t te rns  
fo r  t h e  phys ica l ly  a i sab led .  Chuck's work 
demonstrates one more way t o  ge t  sophisticated 
and r e l e v a n t  d a t a  on important problems in 
natural settings. 

A popular event  a t  the  PT Winter Conference 
was a "microcomputer program share session." 
Ray Beck has an Apple I1+ program t o  generate 
curriculum slices using either w ords, sentenc es or 
math facts .  This program i s  easy t o  use and 
shculd De of great help t o  teachers who need t o  
g e n e r a t e  original curriculum slices for their 
s tudents  and eliminate merriorized f i r s t  rows. 
(Ray Beck, D i r ec to r ,  G r e a t  Falls Precision 
Teaching Project, Box 2428, Great Falls, Montana 
3 9 4 0 1 )  Nearly 600 references on PT covering 
the years Detween 1364 and 1982 are  available 
on an Apple 11+ d i s ~ e t t e  from John Eshelrnan. 
Books, journa l  and n e w s l e t t e r  a r t i c l e s  a r e  
included. Applewriter is used t o  print  these 
files. (John Eshleman, Celerationwar e, 1064 
VanVoorhis Rd, Morgantown, W V  26505) Michele 
Buss will share a TRS-8U (mod HI) program tha t  
provides practice, timings and printed reports of 
progress in learning PT facts and names. About 
330 t e r m s  and f a c t s  a r e  included with the 
program. Add your own terms or use for  other  
items. (Michele Buss, Special Education, Univ. of 
Florida, Gainesville, FL 3 2611) 

There were games galore a t  the program share 
session. O n e  g i r l  was  heving a good t i m e  
playing wi th  Verb Vipers, a Developmental 
Learning Materials publication. This and o ther  
programs in the series combine the fun and speed 
of arcade games with educational skills content.  
S e e  Cha f f in ,  Maxwell & Thompson ARD-ED 
Curriculum,Exceptional Children, 1983, 49(2) ,  
173-79. More on this series in future columns. 

Happy microcomputing! Keep sending your l a t e s t  
info on PT and n~icroeomputirg to: Bill Wolking, 

20 Javnal af Precision T e a c m ,  Vol. N, No. 1, Spring, 19 83 


